Contribution of cytokines to pathology and protection in virus infection.
Acute and chronic viral infections greatly contribute to global health burden. While concerted action of multiple elements of the immune system help the host cope with most viruses, some infections lead to host damage or death. Cytokines are central drivers and controllers of both immune-mediated virus elimination and of immunopathology. Here, we review recent progress in understanding the protective and damaging roles in viral infections of cytokines and chemokines associated with innate, regulatory, and Th1, Th2 and Th17 responses.